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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

. www.MVCRemodeling.com
Specmllzmg in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593
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Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

MicHAEL YERBRAUGGE
COMSTRUCTION IML.
General Contractor
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925-376-1118
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

KAY’S PLUMBING
& ROOTER

e SEWER AND DRAIN CLEANING

e FAUCETS- TOILETS -SINKS- DISPOSAL-
SHOWERS

e WATER HEATERS - HYDRO JETTING

e WATER & GAS REPIPING

Just Call us!
(925) 743-1515

Lamorinda Residence for over 10 years
LICENSE #: 1008078

LIVING TRUST
*695

* Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

* Pour Over Will
Valid until January 31, 2016

* Guardianship of Minor Children
FREE

* Power of Attorney for Finance
Law Offices of

* Transfer of Real Property into Trust
Lauren Smykowski

» Advanced Medical Directive

Notary Services Included!
INITIAL
CONSULTATION Located in the Treat Towers
1255 Treat Blvd., Ste. 300
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

\(iDS Clearance
Shoe Sale!

2 5%

OFF

Selected Styles
TOMS, Converse,
Sperry, Skechers,
Vans, DC, Keds,

Kenneth Cole
Reaction
and many more!

VI aulou’s

Lafayette ¢ Moraga e Danville ¢ Montclair e Orinda
Countrywood e Clayton Rd. ¢ Sonoma e Auburn

www.lamorindaweekly.com

7 925-377-0977
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—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—

REAL ESTATE BROKER

VILLAGE ASSCCIATES

Office: 925-254-8585

925-998-7898

www.clarkthompson.com
ct@clarkthompson.com

Cell:
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2000 - 2014
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Aging Pipes

: IT'S SUPPOSED TO BE AN
EL. NINS YEAR. T
WOULDN'T BE SURPRISED
T& START SEEIMS SOME
WET STUFF Sohah .

EBMUD has more than 900 main
breaks per year, but EBMUD Public
Information Representative Nelsy
Rodriguez said the Reliez event was
unique. “That was a bad break,” she
said of the 66-year-old pipe on Reliez,
noting that it was “huge — 16 inches
in diameter” and the break itself was
15 feet long. Rodriguez said it took
crews “a while” to find out the exact
location of the break, especially since
it was dark and freezing cold that
night.

Due to the size of the break, the
crews had to shut off seven valves to
turn the water off completely. “A job
like that normally would have re-
quired us to shut off three valves, so
that should help to explain how big
this main break was,” said Rodriguez
in an email. Once the water was
turned off around 11 p.m., crews dug
through the night but did not finish the
job until 11 a.m. the next day.

The pipes in Lamorinda are get-
ting old. According to Rodriguez, the
average pipe in Lafayette is 65 years
old, average pipes in Orinda are 66
years old, and Moraga’s pipes are, on
average, 50 years old. With about
4,200 miles of aging water pipeline,
EBMUD is currently replacing 10
miles of pipe each year, but is looking
to quadruple that replacement rate to
40 miles per year in the future, ac-
cording to EBMUD Senior Public In-

formation Representative Abby
Figueroa. With a price tag of $2.4
million to replace one mile of water
pipe, the utility spends $24 million
annually replacing pipes.

The utility plans to replace an ad-
ditional two to three miles of pipe in
2016, but at that rate, replacing 13
miles of pipe per year, it would take
323 years to replace everything. Even
at the accelerated rate of 40 miles per
year, it would take just over 100 years
to replace all the pipes.

A pipe’s lifespan has many nu-
ances depending on the soil condi-
tions, if it is in a slide zone, if there is
earthquake movement and more. The
oldest pipes in the area are cast iron,
but post-World War II, cement pipe
was used.

The good news for residents
around the area of the break is that the
pipe was repaired, they have clean
running water, and the detour the re-
pair caused is no longer causing con-
gestion. The bad news for Lamorinda
residents is that 11 percent of water
EBMUD supplies disappears before
it reaches your water meter, according
to the 2010 Urban Water Manage-
ment Plan, prepared by EBMUD —an
unfortunate statistic to learn during
current Stage 4 critical drought. In the
report’s last chapter, the utility de-
scribes the difference between the
volume of water produced at the treat-
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ment plant, and the sum of all billed
and unbilled customers, called Distri-
bution Water Losses.

All water systems have some
losses, from a low of 1.4 percent for
some utilities to a high of 25.7 percent
for others, according to the Depart-
ment of Water Resources. The “loss”
amount comes from a number of
sources: theft, inaccurate metering,
data errors, but mostly main and serv-
ice line breaks, along with back-
ground leakages.

With a network of vintage pipes
covering a 331-square-mile area, re-
sponding quickly and efficiently to in-
evitable pipe breaks will be
imperative, especially as EBMUD
continues to require customers to con-
serve.

Knowing the infrastructure is at
or nearing the end of its useful life,
Figueroa said there are a number of
reasons the utility does not take a
more holistic approach to replace-
ment: EBMUD has already identified
areas most at risk, and also figures in
critical use, for example, pipes con-
necting to a hospital, and there are
budget limitations.

“Plumbing is expensive,” she
said, adding that installing pipe is a
disruptive process, tearing up the
street, causing congestion. EBMUD
seeks to minimize inconvenience. “If
it still works, it still works.”

Orinda

Selection of New Mayor and Vice Mayor

... continued from page A6

The Orinda City Council, Public Works and Engineering Services Depart-

ment staff
Then Council Member Worth pre-
sented a bouquet for Glazer’s wife on
behalf of the council to recognize the
sacrifices she had made to enable him
to be there. Then Glazer paid homage
to City Manager Janet Keeter. And so
it went.

Next, Mayor Orr received his

Photos Ohlen Alexander
own proclamation and expressions of
appreciation for his service. His fam-
ily also received flowers for their sac-
rifices from the grateful council, and
each council member individually ex-
pressed appreciation. Glazer spoke,
and presented Orr with a certificate
from the California State Senate hon-

oring his service, as well as a gift.
Then Orr said a few words recogniz-
ing Glazer, the city’s management
and employees, and all of those in the
community.

At the end of the evening there
was no way anyone didn’t feel good.

To witness the wine giving, see
the women, listen to the song, and
hear the encomia, you can find the
video with a couple of mouse clicks
on www.cityoforinda.org.

Steve Glazer and Dean Orr
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